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Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 and transmitted via facsimile 
(Facsimile No.: 571-273-0025) to: 
Attention: Office of Petitions, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on: 



July 20, 2005 
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Commissioner for Patents i-aw nrAm #i-r-* 

p.o. Box 1450 FAX RECEIVED 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

JUL 2 0 2005 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BEFORE MAI LING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION (37 CJF.R. tUMMi) OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



Dear Sin 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants request that the 
items identified on the attached PTO/SB08/B form be made of official record in the above- 
identified application and considered by the Examiner. The information disclosure statement 
submitted herewith is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. section 1.97(b). Copies of items are not enclosed herewith in 
accordance with 37 CJF.R. §1.98. 
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L SUBMITTED US PATENT/PUBLICATION REFERENCES 



Document No. 



Number Country Date of Patent 

4,554,033 US November 19, 1985 

5,769,996 US June 23, 1998 

5,371,327 US December 6, 1994 

4,643,843 US February 17, 1987 



Al 



A2 



A3 



A4 



The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



The above-identified items were cited in a communication from the European Patent 
Office dated April 26, 2005 (copy enclosed herewith), in a counterpart foreign application 
(European Application No. 01915737). 

No fee is due with this submission. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge any deficiency in a required fee to Deposit Account No. 19-3140. 



H. EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: July 20. 2005 




David R. Metzger 7 [)Q " 

Registration No. 32,919 
SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP 
P.O. Box 061080 

Wacker Drive Station, Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1080 
Phone: (312)876-8000 
Fax: (312) 876-7934 
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Lowdon et al. 
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Europileches 
Paten tamt 

ZuvslgetalB 

kiDenKaag 

Recharcheiv- 

nhffffnno, r 



European 
Patant Office 

Branch at 
The Hague 
Search 

rflvhlnn 



Office europ£en 
des brevets 



LaHaye 
Division cteta 
ba 



MGller, Frithjof E. , Dlpl.-Ing. 
MQIler Hoffmann & Partner 
Patentanwalte 
Innere Wiener Strasse 17 
81667 Munchen 
ALLEMAGNE 



EINGEGANGEN 
MOLLEK * HOFFMANN & PARTNER 



25. April 2005 



Frist. 



Dalum/Dfdfl 

26.04.05 



ZBleheitfRaWFWf. 

53204 Mu/se 


AnmeWung NrJAppJtaatfon NoVDemande rrVPfitenfl Nr./Patert NoJBrevet n*. 

01915737. 9-2214-JP0102356 


AnmaWetfApplcanVDemandsutfP 

Sony Corporation 



COMMUNICATION 

Trie European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
above-mentioned European patent application. 

If applicable, copies of the documents cited in the European search report are attached. 



[9 Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 



i 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 




0j rj a B5 ,^o 
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European Patent 
Office 



SUPPLEMENTARY 
EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 01 91 5737 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lntCI.7) 



X 
Y 
Y 



US 4 554 033 A (DERY ET AL) 
19 November 1985 (1985-11-19) 
* columns 4,6; figures 2,3,5 * 



US 5 769 996 A (MCARDLE ET AL) 
23 June 1998 (1998-06-23) 
* figures 2,3a * 



US 5 371 327 A (FUJINAMI ET AL) 
6 December 1994 (1994-12-06) 

* column 1, paragraph 1 * 

US 4 643 843 A (LOUDON ET AL) 
17 February 1987 (1987-02-17) 

* abstract * 



1,3-7. 
10,12-15 
2.9 



H01R11/01 

H01R4/04 

H01R43/00 

H05K3/32 

H01B5/16 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED OntCI.7) 



H01R 



/ search report has been based on the last 

Urns valid and available at the start of the search. 



Ptooo of 

Munich 



Date of oofrpfatiand Research 

19 April 2005 



ExHrnlrtar 

Langbroek, A 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : particularly relevant If taken alone 

Y : particularly relevant ft combined with another 

document of the same category 
A : technological background 
O : non-written disclosure 
P ; Intermediate document 



T : theory of principle underlying the Invention 
E : earter patent Document, but published on, or 

alter (he Ming date 
D : document died In the apptcation 
L : document cited tor other reasons 

A : member of the same patent family, corresponding 
document 
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ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO- EP 01 91 5737 



This annex fists the patent family membere relating to tha patent documents cited In the above-mentioned European search report 
The membere are as contained tn the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is In no way liable for these particulars which are merely pjven for the purpose of Information. 

19-04-2005 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 


Publication 


\j\itJ\J lit OOtULlI ICTJAJTI 




ucua 






□ate 


US 4554033 


A 


19-11-1985 


AU 


4802185 A 


17-04-1986 








BR 


8506957 A 


23-12-1986 








CA 


1220251 Al 


07-04-1987 








CN 


85107932 A B 


10-06-1986 








DE 


3575841 Dl 


08-03-1990 








EP 


0198844 Al 


29-10-1986 








ES 


289336 U 


16-08-1986 








IE 


56869 Bl 


01-01-1992 








JP 


6101614 B 


12-12-1994 








JP 


62500828 T 


02-04-1987 








KR 


9105533 Bl 


31-07-1991 








WO 


8602231 Al 


10-04-1986 








US 


4640981 A 


03-02-1987 


US 5769996 


A 


23-06-1998 


AT 


216122 T 


15-04-2002 








CA 


2158941 Al 


03-08-1995 

V WW 1<7^J 








DE 


69526287 Dl 


16-05-2002 








DE 


69526287 T2 


31-10-2002 








EP 


0692137 Al 


17-01-1996 








WO 


9520820 Al 


03-08-1995 








OP 


3057577 82 


26-06-2000 








JP 


8508610 T 


10-09-1996 








NO 


953809 A 


26-09-1995 








US 


6110399 A 


29-08-2000 


US 5371327 


A 


06-12-1994 


OP 


6318478 A 


15-11-1994 








OP 


7013901 B 


15-02-1995 








OP 


1961812 C 


25-08-1995 








OP 


6076877 A 


18-03-1994 








OP 


6085336 B 


26-10-1994 








JP 


2502900 B2 


29-05-1996 








JP 


7022098 A 


24-01-1995 








DE 


4304747 Al 


09-09-1993 








GB 


2265500 A ,B 


29-09-1993 








KR 


9704764 Bl 


03-04-1997 


US 4643843 


A 


17-02-1987 


NONE 









For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



